
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIRD SUPPLEMENT TO THE GIBRALTAR 

GAZETTE 
 

No. 5231    GIBRALTAR    Thursday  22nd  May  2025 

 

B. 10/25 

 

BILL 

 
FOR 

 

AN ACT to amend the Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002. 

 

ENACTED by the Legislature of Gibraltar. 

 

Title. 

 

1.  This Act may be cited as the Keeping of Wild Animals (Amendment) Act 2025. 

 

Commencement. 

 

2.  This Act comes into operation on the day of publication.  

 

Amendment of the Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002.  

 

3.(1)  The Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002 is amended in accordance with the provisions 

of this section. 

 

  (2)  In the long title after “zoos” insert “AND TO REGULATE THE CONDUCT OF ZOOS”.  

 

  (3)  In section 2(1) — 

 

(a) before the definition of “competent authority” insert— 
 

 ““animal” means any animal of the classes Mammalia, Aves, Reptilia, Amphibia, 

Pisces and Insecta and any other multi cellular organism that is not a plant or a fungus; 

 

 “circus” means a place where animals are kept or introduced wholly or mainly for the 

purpose of performing tricks or manoeuvres at that place;”;  

 

(b) after the definition of “exempted establishment” insert— 

 

 ““keeper” includes any person employed under the directions of a keeper;”; 

 

(c) after the definition of “the Minister” insert — 
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 ““pet shop” means premises at which the licensable activity described in section 2(2) 

of the Pet Animals (Sales) Act 2005 is carried on;  

 

 “taxonomic category” means a group or assemblage of species recognised as an entity 

in scientific classification; 

 

 “wild animal” means an animal which is not normally domesticated in Gibraltar; 

and”; 

 

(d) in the definition of “zoo” after “permanent establishment where” insert “wild” and 

after the word “animals” delete the words “of wild species”.  

 

  (4)  In section 3(2) — 

 

(a) after paragraph (a) insert— 
 

 “(aa) a condition to publicly display the licence at each public entrance to the 

zoo; and”; 

 

(b) in paragraph (b), after “appropriate” insert “, provided that no condition may be 

attached to a licence which is inconsistent with the implementation at the zoo of 

the conservation measures set out in the Schedule”. 

 

  (5)  In section 4— 

 

(a) re-number section 4 to section 4(1); 

 

(b) insert after section 4(1)— 

 

 “(2) The Minister may only grant an exemption under subsection (1) where they 

are satisfied that it is not prejudicial to the protection of wild animals and 

the conservation of biodiversity to do so.”. 

 

  (6)  In section 5— 

 

(a) For subsection (1) substitute— 

 

 “(1) An application for licence required by section 3 shall be made to the 

competent authority and shall specify– 

 

 (a) the situation of the zoo for which the application is made;  

 

 (b) the kinds of animals listed in taxonomic category of Order and 

approximate number of each group kept or to be kept for exhibition on 

the premises and the arrangements for their accommodation, 

maintenance and wellbeing;  
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 (c) the approximate number and categories of staff employed or to be 

employed in the zoo;  

 

 (d) the approximate number of visitors and motor vehicles for which 

accommodation is or is to be provided;  

 

 (e) the approximate number and position of the means of access provided 

or to be provided to the premises; and  

 

 (f) information on how the zoo will comply with the requirements of the 

Schedule.”; 

 

(b) in subsection (2) for “two or more” substitute “at least two”;  

 

(c) after subsection (3) insert— 

 

 “(4) An application under this section shall be– 

 

 (a) made at least eight weeks before the licence is required; and  

 

 (b) accompanied by such fee as may be prescribed by notice published in 

the Gazette. 

 

 (5) The competent authority may, before granting a licence required by section 

3, require a person to supply the competent authority with such additional 

information relating to that person’s business and such other matters as the 

competent authority considers relevant for the purposes of this Act.”. 

 

  (7)  In section 6— 

 

(a) for subsection (1) substitute— 

 

 “(1) Before deciding whether to grant a licence the competent authority shall– 

 

 (a) take into account any representations made by or on behalf of any of 

the persons mentioned in subsection (1A);  

 

 (b) consult the applicant about the conditions proposed to be attached to 

the licence if one were granted; and  

 

 (c) carry out an inspection in order to determine whether or not the 

conditions of the licence will be met, if granted.”; 
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(b) after subsection(1) insert— 

 

 “(1A) The persons whose representations shall be taken into account for the 

purposes of subsection (1)(a) are– 

 

 (a) the applicant;  

 

 (b) the Royal Gibraltar Police established under the Police Act 2006;   

 

 (c) the Gibraltar Fire and Rescue Service established under the Fire and 

Rescue Service Act;  

 

 (d) the Development and Planning Commission established under the 

Town Planning Act 2018;  

 

 (e) any person alleging that the establishment or continuance of the zoo 

would injuriously affect the health or safety of persons living in the 

vicinity of the zoo;  

 

 (f) any other person whose representations might, in the opinion of the 

competent authority, show grounds on which the competent authority 

has a power or duty to refuse to grant a licence.”; 

 

(c) after subsection (2) insert— 

 

 “(3) The competent authority shall refuse to grant a licence for a zoo if it is– 

 

 (a) satisfied that the establishment or continuance of the zoo would 

injuriously affect the health or safety of persons living in the vicinity of 

the zoo, or seriously affect the preservation of law and order; or  

 

 (b) not satisfied that the conservation measures set out in the Schedule will 

be implemented in a satisfactory manner at the zoo.  

 
 (4) The competent authority may refuse to grant a licence for a zoo if– 

 

 (a) it is not satisfied that the standards of accommodation, staffing or 

management are adequate for the proper care and wellbeing of the 

animals or any of them or otherwise for the proper conduct of the zoo; 

or  

 

 (b) any of the following persons has been convicted of an offence under this 

Act or any of the enactments mentioned in subsection (5) or of any other 

offence involving the ill-treatment of animals– 

 

  (i) the applicant; or 
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  (ii) (where the applicant is a body corporate or partnership) the body 

corporate or partnership, or any director, manager, partner, secretary 

or other similar officer; or 

 

  (iii) any person employed as a keeper in the zoo.  

 

 (5) The enactments referred to in subsection (4)(b) are– 

 

 (a) the Animals Act;  

 

 (b) the Pet Animals (Sales) Act 2005; 

 

 (c) the Animals in Travelling Circuses Act 2018;  

 

 (d) the Animal Experiments (Scientific Procedures) Act;  

 

 (e) the Fur Trade (Prohibition) Act 2022; 

 

 (f) the Endangered Species Act;  

 

 (g) the Nature Protection Act 1991; and 

 

 (h) any subsidiary legislation made under any enactment listed in this 

subsection.  

 

 (6) If the competent authority refuses to grant a licence pursuant to an 

application they shall send to the applicant a written statement of the 

grounds of their refusal.”.  

 

  (8)  In section 7— 

 

(a) in the title, for “and” substitute “, ” and after “transfer” insert “, transmission and 

surrender”;  

 

(b) in subsection (1) — 

 

 (i) after “terms” insert “conditions”;  

 

 (ii) after “shall do so” insert “by making an application”;  

 

 (iii) after “in accordance with” delete “the procedure set out in”;  

 

 (iv) after “section 5” insert “, provided that no application may be made later 

than the date falling eight weeks before the expiry of the period of the 

licence”;  
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(c) After subsection (3) insert — 

 

 “(3A) The competent authority shall refuse to grant an extension of the period of 

a licence or a significant amendment to the terms in the circumstances 

stipulated in section 6(3).  

 

 (3B) The competent authority may refuse to grant an extension of the period of 

a licence or a significant amendment to the terms in the circumstances 

stipulated in section 6(4).”; 

 

(d) In subsection (6) for “may” substitute “shall” and after “transfer of the licence” for 

all the words remaining in that sentence substitute “in the circumstances stipulated 

in section 6(3) and may refuse to approve the transfer of the licence in the 

circumstances stipulated in section 6(4).”; 

 

(e) After subsection (6) insert — 

 

 “(7) On the death of a holder of a licence, the personal representatives of the 

deceased are deemed to be the holders of the licence during the period of 

three months after the death or such longer period as the competent authority 

may approve.  

 

 (8) The holder of a licence may at any time surrender it to the competent 

authority who shall thereupon cancel the licence.  

 

 (9) Any application made under this section whether for an extension, 

amendment or transfer of a licence shall be accompanied by the fee 

prescribed by notice in the Gazette.”. 

 

  (9)  After section 7 insert— 

 

  “Minister’s list.  

 

7A.(1) The Minister shall, after consultation with such persons as the Minister thinks 

fit, compile a list consisting of two parts, containing – 

 

 (a) in the first part, the names of any veterinary surgeons and veterinary 

practitioners with experience or knowledge of animals of kinds which are 

kept in zoos and who are competent to advise about the implementation in 

zoos of the conservation measures contained in the Schedule; and  

 

 (b) in the second part, the names of persons who in the opinion of the Minister 

are competent to do all the following, namely, to inspect animals in zoos, 

to advise on keeping them and on their welfare, to advise about the 

implementation in zoos of the conservation measures contained in the 

Schedule and to advise on the management of zoos generally.  
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(2) A person’s name may be contained in both the first and second parts of the list 

referred to in subsection (1).  

 

(3) The Minister may vary the list by adding or removing names (or both) as they see 

fit.  

 

(4) After consulting such persons on the list and such other persons as they see fit, the 

Minister may from time to time specify standards with respect to the management 

of zoos and animals in them. 

 

  Power to alter licences.  

 

7B.(1) At any time after the grant of a licence under this Act, it may be altered by the 

competent authority if in their opinion it is necessary or desirable to do so for 

ensuring the proper conduct of the zoo during the period of the licence.  

 

(2) Before exercising the power under subsection (1) the competent authority shall 

give the holder of the licence an opportunity to make representations.  

 

(3) An alteration under this section may be made by varying, cancelling or attaching 

conditions to a licence, or by a combination of any of those methods, providing 

always that no alteration may be made which is inconsistent with the 

implementation at the zoo of the conservation measures contained in the Schedule.  

 

(4) No alteration made under this section shall have effect until written notice of it has 

been received by the holder of the licence.”. 

 

  (10)  In section 8— 

 

(a) In subsection (1) after “competent authority” delete all the words remaining in the 

sentence and insert “, after giving the licence holder an opportunity to be heard, 

shall make a direction imposing requirements to ensure that the conditions of 

the licence are met within a period, not exceeding two years, determined by the 

competent authority.”; 

 

(b) For subsection (2) substitute— 

 

 “(2) The competent authority may make a direction under this subsection varying 

a direction under subsection (1), including to increase the period specified in 

the direction, the period as increased must not exceed two years beginning 

on the date of the direction under subsection (1).”; 

 

(c) In subsection (3)— 

 

 (i) for “subsection (2)(b)” substitute “subsection (1)”;  

 

 (ii) after “not met, ” insert “after granting the licence holder the opportunity to 

be heard,”; 
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 (iii) in paragraph (a) for “withdraw” substitute “revoke” and after “licence and” 

insert “issue a direction to”;  

 

 (iv) in paragraph (b) after “licence and” insert “issue a direction to”.  

 

(d) For section 8(4) substitute— 

 

 “(4) Without prejudice to the other provisions of this section, the competent 

authority shall be entitled to issue a direction to close the a zoo if– 

 

 (a) a zoo is being operated without a licence in contravention of this Act;  

 

 (b) after reasonable enquiries have been made, the licence holder cannot 

be found;  

 

 (c) the competent authority is satisfied that– 

 

  (i) members of the public have had access to the zoo on fewer than 

seven days in the period of twelve months ending on the date on which 

the authority determines that they are so satisfied; and  

 

  (ii) it does not appear to the competent authority that it is the 

intention of the licence holder that members of the public will have 

access to it on seven days or more during any future period of twelve 

months.”; 

 

(e) After section 8(4) insert— 

 

 “(5) Without prejudice to the other provisions of this section, the competent 

authority may issue a direction to close a zoo if– 

 

 (a) any reasonable requirements relating to the premises or conduct of the 

zoo notified by them to the licence holder are not complied with within 

such time as is reasonable in the circumstances;  

 

 (b) they are satisfied that the zoo has been conducted in a disorderly 

manner or so as to cause a nuisance;  

 

 (c) the licence holder (or where the licence holder is a body corporate or 

partnership, the body or partnership, or any director, manager, partner, 

secretary or similar officer) is convicted of any offence under this Act 

or any of the enactments mentioned in section 6(5); or 

 

 (d) any person who, to the knowledge of the licence holder, has been 

convicted of any offence under this Act or any of the enactments 

mentioned in section 6(5) is employed as a keeper in the zoo.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping of Wild Animals (Amendment) Bill 2025      [B. 10/25] 

 

 9 

 (6) This Act shall cease to apply to a zoo when the competent authority has 

notified the operator of the zoo, or where the operator cannot be found, any 

person appearing to them to be responsible for the zoo, in writing, that they 

are satisfied that – 

 

 (a) all animals which are to be disposed of pursuant to section 9 or 9A 

have been disposed of; and  

 

 (b) satisfactory arrangements for the care of any animals kept in the zoo 

which are not to be disposed of pursuant to section 9 or section 9A are 

in effect, and there are reasonable grounds for believing that 

satisfactory arrangements will continue to be maintained for such 

animals.  

 

  Revocation of licence.  

 

8A.(1) The competent authority may, after giving the holder an opportunity to be 

heard, and after consulting such persons named on the list kept under section 7A 

of this Act as they see fit, revoke a licence for a zoo granted by it under this Act– 

 

 (a) if any reasonable requirements relating to the premises or conduct of the zoo 

notified by it to the holder in consequence of the report of any inspection 

under this Act are not complied with within such time as is reasonable in the 

circumstances; 

 

 (b) if they are satisfied that the zoo has been conducted in a disorderly manner 

or so as to cause a nuisance, or in breach of any conditions of the licence; 

 

 (c) the holder (or, where the holder is a body corporate or partnership, the body 

corporate or partnership or any director, manager, partner, secretary or other 

similar officer of the body or partnership) is convicted of any offence under 

this Act or any of the enactments mentioned in section 6(5);  

 

 (d) if any person who, to the knowledge of the holder, has been so convicted is 

employed as a keeper in the zoo; or 

 

 (e) pursuant to section 8(3) of this Act.  

 

(2) The competent authority shall take reasonable steps to ensure that the holder of the 

licence is notified in writing of the decision to revoke the licence.”. 
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  (11)  For section 9 substitute— 

 

“9.(1) If–  

 

 (a) steps are taken under section 8(3),(4) or (5); or 

 

 (b) the zoo closes or is closed for any other reason, 

 

the competent authority shall ensure that the animals concerned are treated or disposed 

of under conditions which the competent authority deems to be appropriate and 

consistent with the purposes of this Act, and the provisions of this section shall apply. 

 

(2) As soon as reasonably practicable after the date from which this section applies, 

the operator of the zoo shall give to the competent authority a plan of the 

arrangements he proposes to make in relation to the animals kept in the zoo– 

 

 (a) for their future care; or  

 

 (b) for their disposal and for their care until they are disposed of.  

 

(3) The operator of the zoo shall supply the competent authority with any information 

they request about the care or disposal of animals kept in the zoo.  

 

(4) Where the competent authority notifies the operator of the zoo that they approve a 

plan prepared under subsection (2), the operator shall implement it under the 

supervision of the competent authority.  

 

(5) Except with the agreement of the competent authority, the operator of the zoo shall 

not – 

 

 (a) dispose of any animal kept in the zoo before a plan prepared under 

subsection (2) has been approved by the competent authority; or  

 

 (b) dispose of any animal kept in the zoo other than in accordance with a plan 

so prepared.  

 

(6) Where– 

 

 (a) the competent authority is not satisfied with a plan prepared under 

subsection (2); 

 

 (b) the competent authority is not satisfied with the way in which such a plan 

is being implemented;  

 

 (c) the operator of the zoo has not prepared such a plan within a reasonable 

period after the date from which this section applies; or  
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 (d) the competent authority considers that urgent steps need to be taken by the 

operator to safeguard the welfare of animals kept in the zoo,  

 

the competent authority may, after giving the operator an opportunity to be heard, make 

a direction in such terms as they see fit as to the care of animals kept in the zoo or for 

their disposal and for their care until they are disposed of.  

 

(7) Where– 

 

 (a) the zoo operator has not complied with a direction under subsection (6) to 

the satisfaction of the competent authority;  

 

 (b) the authority considers that urgent steps need to be taken by it to safeguard 

the welfare of animals being kept in the zoo,  

 

the competent authority shall, after giving the operator an opportunity to be heard, make 

arrangements in relation to all the animals kept in the zoo for their future care, or for 

their disposal and for their care until they are disposed of.  

 

(8) Where the competent authority is satisfied, after reasonable enquiries have been 

made, that the operator of the zoo cannot be found, they shall make arrangements 

for the future care of the animals kept in the zoo, or for their disposal and for their 

care until they are disposed of.  

 

(9) For the purposes of giving effect to subsections (7) or (8) the competent authority 

may – 

 

 (a) care for any animal on the premises of the zoo; or  

 

 (b) remove any animal found on the premise of the zoo and either retain it in 

the possession of the competent authority or dispose of it. 

 

(10) Arrangements for the care or disposal of animals under this section shall not be 

prejudicial to the interests of the protection of wild animals and the conservation 

of biodiversity.   

 

(11) The competent authority may make a direction varying or revoking a direction 

under subsection (6) (including such a direction as varied by a direction under this 

subsection), but unless they are satisfied, after reasonable enquiries have been 

made, that the operator cannot be found, they shall not do so without first giving 

him an opportunity to be heard.”. 
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  (12)  After section 9 insert— 

 

“Power of competent authority to dispose of animals.  

 

9A.(1)  This section applies where the competent authority is required to make 

arrangements under section 9(7), (8) or (9).  

 

(2) The competent authority may sell or otherwise dispose of any animal in relation to 

which arrangements are required to be made if– 

 

 (a) after making reasonable inquiries it is satisfied that the animal is owned by 

the operator of the zoo; 

 

 (b) after making reasonable inquiries it is unable to identify or unable to find 

the animal’s owner; 

 

 (c) it has obtained the consent of the owner of the animal; 

 

 (d) the owner of the animal has been asked for their consent before a date 

specified in the request, but that date has passed and the competent 

authority has not received it, and the owner has not arranged to take 

possession of the animal or arranged for such possession to be taken by 

another person; or 

 

 (e) the owner has arranged to take possession of the animal or for its possession 

to be taken by another person, but the date for implementation of the 

arrangements has passed and they remain unimplemented. 

 

(3) Where an animal is sold or given away under subsection (2), any person to whom 

the animal is sold or given shall have a good title to it.  

 

(4) Subsections (5) to (9) apply when the competent authority has sold all the animals 

which are to be sold under subsection (2).  

 

(5) Subject to subsection (8), the competent authority shall pay to the operator of the 

zoo a sum equal to the total proceeds of the sales of animals falling within 

subsection (6), less any part of the charge which the competent authority is entitled 

to make under section 11 which has not been paid. 

 

(6) An animal falls within this subsection if the competent authority is satisfied that it 

was owned by the operator of the zoo immediately before its sale under subsection 

(2) (whether or not they were so satisfied when they exercised their power of sale 

under that subsection). 
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(7) Where the competent authority has identified a person other than the operator 

whom they are satisfied was the owner of an animal immediately before its sale 

under subsection (2), they shall (subject to subsection (8)) pay to that person a sum 

equal to the proceeds of the sale of that animal, less the costs incurred by them in 

connection with the sale and in caring for the animal before the sale. 

 

(8) If the person to whom the competent authority is required to make a payment under 

subsection (5) or (7) cannot be found before the end of the period of four months 

beginning with the date of the sale of the last animal which is to be sold under 

subsection (2), the proceeds of sale shall vest in the competent authority. 

 

(9) Any remaining proceeds of the sales under subsection (2) shall vest in the 

competent authority. 

 

(10) A competent authority must make any payment they are required to make under 

subsection (5) or (7) before the end of the period of four months beginning with 

the date of the sale of the last animal which is to be sold under subsection (2), but 

they shall not make such a payment before the end of the period of one month 

beginning with the date of that sale. 

 

(11) Nothing in this section shall prevent an authority from making arrangements, on 

the advice of a veterinary surgeon or practitioner, for an animal to be put down 

without delay where it is necessary or expedient to do so in the interests of its 

welfare.”. 

 

  (13)  In section 10— 

 

(a) re-number section 10 to section 10(1);  

 

(b) for “the zoo” substitute “a zoo”;  

 

(c) for ".” at the end of the sentence substitute— 

 

  “,including but not limited to—  

 

 (a) determining the grant, refusal, extension, significant alteration or 

transfer of a licence; and  

 

 (b) for the purposes of monitoring compliance with this Act and any 

licence conditions.  

 

(2) The competent authority shall give at least 21 days’ notice on the date on which 

the inspection is proposed to be carried out. 

 

(3) The inspection shall extend to all features of the zoo directly or indirectly relevant 

to the health, welfare and safety of the public and the animals, including measures 

for the prevention of the escape of animals.  
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(4) During the course of an inspection, the operator shall produce any records required 

by the officer of the competent authority which are kept by the operator in 

pursuance of conditions of the licence, requiring the conservation measures 

contained in the Schedule to be implemented at the zoo.”.  

 

  (14)  After section 10 insert— 

 

“Powers of entry  

 

10A.(1)  For the purposes of giving effect to this Act, a person duly authorised by the 

competent authority for the purposes of this subsection may, on producing their 

authority if so required, enter the premise of the zoo for the purposes of– 

 

 (a) inspecting any animal found there to which the arrangements relate;  

 

 (b) inspecting the accommodation of any such animal;  

 

 (c) caring for any such animal; or  

 

 (d) removing any such animal.  

 

(2) Subsection (1) shall not authorise entry into any part of the premises of the zoo 

which is used as a private dwelling.  

 

(3) If a justice of the peace is satisfied by sworn information in writing that– 

 

 (a) it is necessary or desirable for the purpose of giving effect to arrangements 

under section 9(7), (8) or (9) for a person duly authorised by the competent 

authority for the purposes of this subsection to enter the premises of the 

zoo for any of the purposes mentioned in subsection (1); and  

 

 (b) either– 

 

 (i) any part of the premises to which admission for any of those purposes 

is sought is used as a private dwelling; or  

 

 (ii) admission to the premises or any part of the premises for any of those 

purposes has been refused,  

 

  the justice of the peace may grant a warrant authorising that person to enter 

the premises, or (as the case may be) the part of the premises used as a 

private dwelling or to which admission has been refused, for all or any of 

those purposes, with or without police officers and any other persons who 

may be necessary, and if need be by reasonable force. 
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(4) A warrant granted under subsection (3) shall also specify – 

 

 (a) the length of time for which it is valid; and  

 

 (b) the times at which entry may be effected,  

 

and may contain such restrictions as the justice of the peace thinks fit.  

 

(5) A person duly authorised for the purposes of subsection (3) shall, if so required, 

produce their authority and warrant before entering the premises of the zoo or part 

of the premises to which the warrant relates (as the case may be).”. 

 

  (15)  In section 12— 

 

(a) re-number section 12 to section 12(1); 

 

(b) after “A person who” insert “—” 

 

(c) at the end of paragraph (c) delete “or”;  

 

(d) after paragraph (d) insert— 

 

 “(e) fails without reasonable excuse to comply with a requirement in a direction 

under section 8 of this Act to close a zoo or a part of a zoo;  

 

 (f) contrary to section 9(5) of this Act, without reasonable excuse and without 

the agreement of the competent authority, disposes of any animal kept in 

the zoo – 

 

 (i) before a plan prepared under section 9(2) has been approved by the 

competent authority; or  

 

 (ii) otherwise than in accordance with such a plan which has been 

approved by the competent authority; or 

 

 (g) without reasonable excuse fails to comply with a direction under section 

9(6);”; 

 

(e) After section 12(1) insert— 

 

 “(2) A person who fails without reasonable excuse – 

 

 (a) to comply with the competent authority’s request for information 

under section 9(3); or  
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 (b) contrary to the condition imposed under section 3(2)(aa), to display the 

zoo licence or a copy of it publicly at each entrance to the zoo,  

 

  is guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine up to level 

3 on the standard scale.”. 

 

  (16)  After section 15 insert— 

 

“Supplemental. 

 

16.(1) Where the competent authority makes a direction under this Act, it shall take 

reasonable steps to secure that the operator of the zoo is notified in writing of it.  

 

(2) Where the operator of the zoo cannot, after reasonable enquiries have been made, 

be found, the competent authority shall take reasonable steps to secure that any 

person appearing to them to be responsible for the zoo is notified in writing of the 

direction.  

 

(3) The operator of a zoo or other person notified in writing of a direction pursuant to 

subsection (2) shall comply with a direction under this Act made in respect of that 

zoo. 

 

Appeals. 

 

17.(1) A person aggrieved by–  

 

 (a) the refusal to grant a licence; 

 

 (b) any condition attached to a licence; 

 

 (c) any variation or cancellation of a condition; 

 

 (d) the refusal to approve the transfer of a licence; 

 

 (e) a direction under section 7B or any variation of such a direction; 

 

 (f) a zoo closure direction; 

 

 (g) the refusal to approve a plan prepared under section 9(2); 

 

 (h) a direction under section 9(6) or any variation of such a direction; or 

 

 (i) any arrangements under section 9(7) or (8), 

 

 may appeal to the Supreme Court.  
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(2) Any such appeal shall be brought within twenty-eight days from the date on which 

the person wishing to appeal receives written notification of the competent 

authority’s decision as to the matter in question; but an appeal may be brought 

under this section whether or not the authority’s decision was made in pursuance 

of a direction of the Minister under this Act. 

 

(3) On an appeal under this section to the Supreme Court, the court may confirm, vary 

or reverse the competent authority’s decision and generally give such directions as 

it thinks proper, having regard to the provisions of this Act. 

 

(4) In so far as a condition attached to a licence (whether on its grant or later), or the 

variation of a condition, imposes a requirement on the holder of the licence to carry 

out works he would not otherwise be required to carry out, the condition or the 

variation shall not have effect— 

 

 (a) during the period within which the holder is entitled to appeal against the 

attachment or variation, or 

 

 (b) where such an appeal is brought within that period, during the period before 

the appeal is determined or abandoned.”. 

 

  (17)  In the Schedule— 

 

(a) at the end of paragraph (a)(i), insert “of wild animals;”; 

 

(b) in paragraph (a)(iii) after “relating to” for “species” substitute “the” and after 

“conservation” insert “of species of wild animals;”; 

 

(c) in paragraph (a)(iv)— 

 

 (i) after “repopulation” insert “of an area with, or the”;  

 

 (ii) after “reintroduction” delete “of species”; and 

 

 (iii) after “into the wild” insert “of wild animals”.  

 

(d) in paragraph (b) after “species” for “exhibited” substitute “of wild animals kept in 

the zoo”; 

 

(e) in paragraph (c)(i) for “species specific enrichment of the enclosure” substitute 

“each animal with an environment well adapted to meet the physical, 

psychological and social needs of the species to which it belongs”; 

 

(f) in paragraph (d)— 

 

 (i) after “animals” insert “and putting in place measures to be taken in the 

event of any escape or unauthorised release of animals”;  
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 (ii) insert “;” after “indigenous species” and delete the rest of that sentence; 

 

(g) after paragraph (d) insert— 

 

 “(da) prevent intrusion of outside pests and vermin into the zoo premises; and”; 

 

(h) in paragraph (e) for “.” substitute—  

 

“, which must include–  

 

 (i) the numbers of different animals; 

 

 (ii) acquisitions, births, deaths, disposals and escapes of animals;  

 

 (iii) the causes of any deaths of animals; 

 

 (iv) the health of animals.”. 

 

Savings.  

 

4.(1)  Notwithstanding any provision of this Act—  

 

(a) a licence issued under the Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002 shall be deemed to 

have been issued under the Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002 as amended by this 

Act; and  

 

(b) an exemption granted under section 4 of the Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002 

shall be deemed to have been issued under the Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002 

as amended by this Act; and  

 

(c) an application for a licence made under the Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002, 

which on the date of the commencement of this Act has not been determined, shall 

be determined in accordance with the provisions of the Keeping of Wild Animals 

Act 2002 as amended by this Act. 

 

  (2)  Proceedings for an offence under the Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002 that had 

commenced before the commencement of this Act must continue under that Act as if it had 

not been amended by this Act. 
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EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

 

This Bill amends the Keeping of Wild Animals Act 2002 to introduce higher standards of 

animal welfare in zoos, by introducing greater conservation measures, additional inspection 

requirements, and enhanced powers of enforcement to ensure that adequate welfare standards   

are being met by operational zoos. The Bill also makes amendments to codify the process 

relating to the application for a licence to operate a zoo.  
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